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more. And this day, June 4th, showed omi-
nous signs of the monsoon. Snow was falling
heavily and the party had to remain where they
were. They might well have gone back, recog-
nizing that the monsoon had broken and acknow-
ledging that no further attempt was possible.
But the break of the monsoon in that region is
no very definite occurrence. Heavy snow falls
and then there is a pause and a spell of fine weather.
It was on the chance of a spell of fine weather
that Mallory counted. They would not, he writes,
run their heads into obvious dangers ; but, rather
than be stopped by a general estimate of condi-
tions, they would prefer to retire before some
definite risk that they were not prepared to take,
or simply fail to overcome the difficulties.
Snow fell all the second night at Camp I, but
on the morning of June 5th the weather im-
proved and they decided to go on. They were
surprised to find that this fall of snow had made
little difference on the glacier. Most of it had
melted or evaporated and it lay only 6 inches
deep. So they passed Camp II and proceeded
straight on to Camp III. And here the snow was
much deeper and the whole scene, with the clouds
hanging about the mountain-side, grey and cheer-
less. Moreover, the tents had been struck in
order to save the poles and were now half-full of
snow and ice ; and the stores were buried in the
snow and had to be dug out.
Was it possible under these  circumstances to